
Dear Friends,

The Clapp Memorial Library opened its doors to the public over 130 years ago. A generous and 
forward thinking Belchertown native named John Francis Clapp left funds to build a library and 
cultural center for the benefit of all townspeople. As was the intent of the Clapp family in 1887, 
the Library is still “as free as air and sunshine”. While the Library building remains largely 
unchanged, library service has been transformed. Today, we loan DVDs and audio books, e-
books, digital magazines and music CDs, a tabletop telescope, and admission passes to 15 area 
museums and attractions.

Last year, the Library hosted 518 programs attended by 12,700 individuals, added 4,328 new 
items to our collection, and circulated 109,000 items to our 8,000 cardholders. Teenagers are 
valued members of our library community and were invited to trivia contests, super hero 
debates, novel writing workshops, escape rooms and makerspace events. Children (562 of them!
) were treated to a spectacular Summer Reading Program designed to keep them engaged and 
reading over the summer. So much enriching activity occurs every day inside this historic 
building.

We are truly appreciative of the financial support we receive from the Town and the Friends of 
the Library for programs and services, however, the Library building is not town-owned or town-
maintained. The Library Trustees are entrusted with the care and upkeep of this historic 
building, with no endowment or other source of funding. We’re writing to ask you to donate to 
the Library’s Annual Appeal. 

With your help, we have continued to maintain this architectural gem and have completed a 
number of essential repairs and improvements including, most recently, new sidewalks. This 
year, we are dedicating our fundraising efforts toward the replacement of our deteriorating 
1950’s-era furnace. If funding permits, this could be an ideal time to also install a cooling system 
that would moderate the high summer temperatures which often limit activity inside the building.

Maintaining the physical integrity of this structure ensures continued dynamic service to you and 
our library community. Your tax deductible gift helps us achieve that. In addition, all donations 
made to the Library on Valley Gives Day, May 1, 2018, will count toward this annual appeal. We 
appreciate and value your continued support as we embrace the future while preserving the 
past. 

Sincerely yours,

Sheila McCormick, Library Director             Barbara Sullivan, President, Board of Trustees


